Spanish 1

Mr. Shannon
Room 144
Hutchison High School

Course Description: Spanish level one is a 2 semester course available to students in grades 8-12 in the FNSBSD. It is designed to encourage and support students with an interest in studying the Spanish language and Hispanic cultures from around the world. Students in Spanish 1 should be Novice Mid to Novice High (National Oral Proficiency Interview description) by the end of the school year. Students will focus on the present tense in the first year. English will still be used, although in the classroom students will be provided with opportunities and support to help them use Spanish. Students will learn about a variety of Spanish-speaking countries every year, including Spanish speakers in the United States, Mexico, Spain, South American countries, Central American Countries, and Caribbean countries/Puerto Rico.

Materials: Please bring each of these things with you each day:

· Pen (blue or black) or Pencil

· 3 Ringed Binder with dividers or a notebook and folder dedicated to Spanish class
· Daily Work/Assignments as assigned
· Student Planner to keep track of assignments

Class Texts: I will not be assigning a textbook this year. However, if you would like a book to practice with or take home, please let me know and I can assist you in checking a book out from the book room. 
We will be using story telling materials and other resources. Also, it would be beneficial to have access to a Spanish/English dictionary or internet site such as wordreference.com. 

Grading: Spanish 1 is a first year level foreign language course. You will be given opportunities to review your grades at several points during the year as well as having access to them through the Power School® website.  


The grading scale will follow the 90, 80, 70, 60 scale (90 and above is an A, 80-89.9 is a B, and so on…). Please note that there will be extra credit available during the course of the year, but only available at assigned times.
As per FNSBSD policy, the letter grades signify:
A- Excellent: indicates the student has done work in quality and quantity far in excess of the standards set forth for a satisfactory grade in the course.

B- Above Average: indicates the student is doing work in quality and quantity above the set standards set forth for a satisfactory grade in the course.

C- Satisfactory- indicates the student is acquiring the necessary information and skills to proceed in the subject. He/she is meeting the standards set for a satisfactory grade in the course.

D- Poor: indicates the student is meeting the minimal standards for a passing grade in the course.

F-   Failure: indicates insufficient progress in the subject to merit granting credit in  

 the course.

Coursework will be weighted as follows to determine your overall grade in the class:

Daily work and participation



30%

Assessments (tests, quizzes, OPIs)


30%

Bookwork/Notebook (including notebook checks)
20%

Projects






10%

Semester Final





10%

There are ten total points available each day for participation. Earning full daily participation points requires putting forth A+ effort and attitude into daily class activities which include, but are not limited to: class discussion, lessons, speaking practice, practicing for as long as possible (and not chatting in English), and using work time as directed. 

Participation points can be lost as well due to reasons which include, but are not limited to: unexcused absence (-10), tardiness (-3), coming unprepared(-3), doing homework for another class, breaking school rules, putting down your head/sleeping, being off task, cell phone/iPod usage.
If you are absent, you need to make up the participation points for the classes that were missed. Ideas for making up participation point include: have a 15 minute conversation in Spanish using a conversation guide during lunch or after school (bring a partner), write 100 words in Spanish (could be the stories we worked on during that week), write a 200 word essay on one of the suggested topics (see list), try a new Spanish recipe, write out the recipe in Spanish and bring in a note from a parent or bring in the food to class to show the final product. 

Retake/Late Work Policy: There should be no late work! Assignments are due at the beginning of the period, after that, it is considered late. It is the responsibility of the student to arrange a time that works for both the student and the teacher to complete any retake or make up any late work that needs to be finished. Excused absences, participation in athletics/school sponsored clubs or activities will receive time equal to their absence to finish school work (i.e. I missed one class for a soccer match on Tuesday, I have one class day to make it up Wednesday, the assignment is due on Thursday Late work that is due to an unexcused absence will not be accepted. Daily work and assignments will be docked 10% each day late for the first and second days and will be only worth 50% credit after that. After one school week, the assignment will no longer be accepted for credit.  Tests and Quizzes taken on time that score below a student’s level of accepted quality can be made up according to the following guidelines:

Test retake = 40 minutes of outside of class study session with Mr. Shannon, can be completed in one session or two 20 minute sessions, as time allows.

Quiz retake = 20 minutes of outside of class study session with Mr. Shannon, to be completed in one session. 

*There are situations where late work is unavoidable. If you foresee late work, or have any questions about this policy, please come and speak with me. In certain cases exceptions can be made. Please see me to discuss any possible late work to receive my okay on turning it in late. 
Classroom Rules: These rules are just the basic foundation of what every class of students I teach is expected to display and follow. Each class will produce its own set of rules in addition to these to address the class’s unique characteristics.

1. RESPECT EVERYONE AND EVERYTHING. Remember the “golden rule”?

2. Be on time and bring your things; at work late people become unemployed people.

3. Be prepared for class, passes to go to your locker because you “forgot” something will not be issued.

4. Come and talk with me when you have an issue! I am here to help you learn, I am a resource for your education; use your resources wisely! 
Academic Honesty: Cheating, giving or receiving unapproved help on a test or quiz, and turning in another’s work as if it were your own will not be tolerated. There are a variety of online resources that can be utilized for improving Spanish comprehension or helping translate a word or phrase that you need (try spanish.about.com). However, simply typing an essay into an online translator or other resource and claiming it as your own work is untruthful and will receive zero points for credit. Questions about plagiarism will be talked about in class and if any concerns remain can be addressed with Mr. Shannon. 

Teacher Availability: I will be available a half hour before school and a half hour after school and by appointment to address any issues that need assistance or to answer questions. Remember to use your resources; if you need help, come and see me.
If for any reason, at any time, you have questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me. You can use the school’s website if you need my contact information, or it is listed below.

Thank you,

Sr. Shannon

steven.shannon@k12northstar.org
907-479-2261 x 133
Student Name:___________________________________________________________


Parent/Guardian Name:_____________________________________________________

Signature:      ____________________________________________________________

